
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Annlication J?o. 14380, as amended, o f  the Vermont Avenue 
Raptist Church, pinsuant to Parayrapla 82Q7.11 o f  the Zoning 
Regul ~t i ons, f o r  variances from the I ot occupancv require- 
ments (Sub-sectiw 3 3 0 3 . 3 . )  and. from the reauirements that a 
penthouse shall be set back from all exterior walls a 
djstancc st least equal t o  its height above the r o o f  upon 
which i t  is loc~lted (Parafrraph 3201.76b) f o r  a proposed 
addjtion t o  an existinr church, a nonconforminr structure, 
in- a R-4 District at premises 1 6 3 0  Vermont A.venue, N . W . ,  
rlSqiiare 2 7 7 ,  Lot 48). 

HEARING DATRS: ,Tanuarv 15, April 1.6 and October 8, 1986 
DECISION DATE: October 8, 1986 

DISPOSITION: The Board G??.ANTED the application by a vote 
of 5-0 (Maybelle T. Bennett, Paula I#. Jewell, 
William F. llldntosh, Charles R. Norris and 
Carrie L .  Thornhill to grant). 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: October 17, 1986 

ORDER 

The Roarc! Eranted the application by i t s  Order dated 
October 17, 1986, sulaiect t o  the condition that construction 
be in accordance with the plans marked a s  Exhibit No. 2 6  of  
the record. Rv letter dated !Pav 27, 1987, the applicant 
requested Board approval o f  proposed modifications t o  the 
plans crriqjnallv approved by the Board. The proposed 
modifications to the approved plans were the resixJt o f  tho 
process of covvert ing schemat io drawings t o  working. 
drawings. The Board waived the requirements o f  Section 
3 3 3 5 . 3  o e  the Zoning Repulations i n  order to consider the 
request f o r  modification of plans more t h a n  s i x  months after 
the final date o f  the order. 

The requested modification of plans result in m m e  
modificatiovs t o  the dimensions Yesulting from a change in 
the p o i n t  o f  measurement; the retention o f  some existing 
wal I s  necessarv to provide adequate support to portions of  
the existing- structure to be retained; changes in the treat- 
ment o f  the handicapped access area; reconfipration of 
proposed interior space necessitated by the need to retain 
certain interior walls and practical, locations f o r  mechan- 
ical equipment; and the eliminatiop o f  a roof terrace and 
skylight for economic reasons. 



The F h a m I  concludes that the proposed modifications, 
f o r  the most nart, are minor in nature and d o  not substan- 
tiallv alter the size, shape, configuration or appearance o f  
the p r o j e c t  as initially approved. However, the Board is o f  
the opinion that the elimination o f  the r o o f  top terrace and 
skylight proposed e s  an economv measure is inappropriate in 
that the ambience and character o f  the exterior o f  the 
structure will be substantially altered. The Roard 
concludes that the remainimp: modifications are reperally 
ensmetic in nature. The applicant requires no additional 
variance relief From the Roard.  The materhl fa.cts relied 
upon bv the Roard in approvinr the anplimtion m e  still 
relevant. There was no onnosition to the proposed 
modification o f  plans. 

T t  i s  therefore OR?WREP that the proposed modification 
o f  p h n s  marked a s  Exhibit No. 4 3 R  o f  the record are 
APPROVED ir past, STJRJECT to the C0P;lr)ITION that the r o o f  
level terrace and planters, and the skvlipht described in 
Nos. 6 and 7 of Exhibit No. 43A o f  the recofid,  shall be 
constructed i n  accordance with the plans oririnalZv approved 
h v  the Roard and marked a s  Exhibit No. 2 6  of the record. In 
all other respects, the Order o f  the Roard, d a t e d  October 
17, 3.986, shall remain in full force and effect. 

?'lECISTOP? DATE: September 2 ,  1987 

T70TE 5-0 ( MavheIle T. Rennett, Carrie 1,. Thornhill, Paula 
K. Jewel], William F. JVcIntosh and Charles R. 
Norris t o  approve, in part). 

Executive Director / 




